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rain and the hail overwhelmed our soldiers;" and, again:
" The field, on which we were about to do battle, had been
converted into a sea of mud, through which soldiers and
horses could with difficulty march/7 *

By incredible exertions, the whole corps had been got
forward on the 25th from Czarnowo, with its artillery com-
plete, till the first division reached Zbroski, and Gazan's,
in second line, was a mile behind. The corps had marched
15 miles. The troops bivouacked in misery during a night
of storms of snow, hail, and rain.

When Lannes had started his corps on its march towards
the enemy, of whose presence in force at Pultusk he was
aware, he himself rode forward, with an escort of two
squadrons, to reconnoitre the position. As he emerged from
the forest on the Nasielsk-Pultusk road, he saw before him,
on the plateau covering Pultusk, Bennigsen's cavalry, and
the front of his advanced wings, the whole covered by the
line of cossacks in the intervening depression. He had
already had to clear some of the cossacks out of the thickets
on his side. The town of Pultusk, and Bennigsen's main lines,
were hidden from him by the rising ground. It was not till
considerably later that he realised the magnitude of the force
with which he had to do battle. Could he have known the
odds in numbers against which he had to contend, perhaps
even Lannes' brave spirit would have quailed; for he knew
of no succour likely to reach him from his left,f and he did
know that there was nothing behind him.

* Lannes' report on the battle to Berthier, dated 27th December, in daily
correspondence (Arch. Hist.). The report is written by Victor, then Lannes'
chief of the staff.

f Lannes had no information of the approach of Davout's 3rd division.
Indeed, Davout had no orders to send it to Lannes' support. He merely
directed it to keep from that marshal's left flank a Bussian column retreating,
apparently, on Pultusk from Strzegoczin (Davout, p. 132). Berthier's despatch
to Lannes (dated 26th December), which reached him about 10 a.m., says ;
".Marshal Davout is about to advance on Strzegoczin and Golyrnin." The
orders of the same date to Davout merely direct him on the last-named places,
and in no way indicate that he was to assist Lannes.